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ISRAEL-IRAN CONFLICT






Israel-lran Tensions

Their Iran blindspot

Trumpand Netanyahu's decisions will make [ran's
nuclearisation less immediate — but eventually, more certain

Junan Brank

ISRAEL'S OEWASTATING ATTACK on Iram on
Juns 13 could hardly have besn mare
telegraphed: Prinse Minister Eengamen
Metanyabu bad ralked abow it bor a decade
and apenly thresened i far monts. el
then sysiemsnically destroged moach of the
natn’s air delenses inpeepacation for the
amack over the coarseof the pas year, Any
short-term sethack, howeser, is Bkeky on
0 acos|erate [En's kng-term el ear i -
Haons. Bt b should Bave Known better:
Meitherthe Israch nor the American|eader s
ever planning far the g term.
ptamgiil s pent i endrecarees not
planneng for the long e He hostiraaned
anEmpts 1o achizve 4 rao-aate selmtion far
e problens meated by hds iatien s Looupa-
o of the Wes Eank and Caza, but hasmever
serioeshy cansdered the Gne ol the e ol
LaaniFalkestinens v bve there. BUI0US, wihen
them LS President Barack Obama pamstak-
ingly forged a maultnaional sgreement so
O IS U e N DT
{the Joont Comprebensve Planof Action, ar
JOPDA | Metaryalu ploted with Repablican
memhiens al Congress i oy m subrert e —
wathout presening ay plausible adternaiiee.
IsreeTs antacks hawethe saied goal of ter-
ARG IS Ui prograname, butthey
cannot achieve thisobjective: Thowsands of
rentrduges and hundreds of pounds of
highly Ennched uranam remain =ik iy pro-
tecied af underground faolites a1 Matans
pearticularly, Fordews: The anly corwen-
nalEvenitioge capabie of decying such
stronghobds are 30 000-1b “bunder busser™
GELI-5T boenibs, whach the LS has not pro-
wided. It s possbie that Metamgahu s i
leverage America inbo delsvenmng these
WeAonG, ar perps joaning the arack di-
retly. 1S alss passibile that his pead aim &
regeme changs. But Netanyahu's prsmary
mativation is prabaly far neece limieed
After 3 diS3E0TOUS DrOUpaten of Gaz and
several pending cowt cases for comuption,
hie ks Meety e ekting gy short-term distrac-
o A hiss o o Bl and legal woes.
Trunsp isn't playeng for the long senm ei-
et “Langg EErm™ 1S N i conce e Trumg's
mieneal vocabalany. The US President does

The hest hong- opticaisa
resurm o the JOPOA A staius
that contaimed Irans nuckar
propramne, without forcing
Tehran meo precisely the sart
af cheece it faces today. After
seeing what happens when
anedoesntpossess anudear
deterrens, why woukd any
sane [ranian keader not race
full-out for a bamb?

N base decsions an | Leg-range Amerian
Nannal SOy, SCONeIC, o geogalRical
inierests He bases poloy chowes onhisewer-
changng whims Hisoverall drivers remain
comtant: Pessanal prolin, vengeance and s
g teermend But sucha limeted sef of as-
petatives fils far shart yihireg that coadd
b consdesed Alng-1E0m SERERE
Irar's remaining leadership has almost
nly abisortsed tha lesson by nirac and
15 undi ey T g e WAL L e e s The
only thin it corld haree pressenied thisat-
e vl d Beres Besen the theeat of nuckear
retaliation. Iran was aminalent about its n-
clear planning before this, publiclydisavora-
ing amy intentan of developing weagrars and
g e show v Han Lo ght have dong
the path etk weaponisaion, while re-
taining the capability of a rear-tenm Break
O Iramis now ety seela credide -
dear detement o speeddy as possible.
Soenalier takngallioe nanuary, Trump
e nudear NEgu N wathl . These
weese abways 4 flim-flam: The JCPOA had
achibved gredier cantanment thanany ather
accr okl hawe been by o achiee, and
T urd aterally reneged onthatinbisfes
e Thee pel purpsdse of Tramg's ne patia-
b, like i of all bis deals, isainglery.
Wiy dhoes Tromys want b secreaie 3 no-
clear dival ke hisnsell rejemed 7 Because one
ol bis grandicse ambinions [wnrealistic
mught sound jissobe asarded aMobe Prize.
Thiis honour wes given b Diamna i 2008,
e It ST s Tramsgend lessly This ex-
plains hes nevwfoond emnphasis onnegoeiat-
Ing peace treaties acnass the workd —even
wihiem such trearsss are encirely fictional.
Theoughot dw 2134 presad eniial campeegn,
e vowved i bring peace bemweeniRusiaand
Ukraing on his st day i oflice, and in a
Febnaay Daal Office meeting, he pullicy be-
ed Ukraimian President Yolodymyr
Zelenskyy in an wresccessiul amemgs io
bulhy hin into accepng Russia's renms of
sunender: After ndia resporeted miliandy
o Fakiistan backed serronsm at Pabakgam,
Trump claiene d toberee "mediated” acease-
fire. anly ta have India slap the boast dvam
The samedymniam s ot play in the Muddie

East Alterthe lsmsliatack Tumpsad, ran
e |eraed should e 2 deal, and will make
adeal, ju e | got bndia and Pakistan o
ke, in that case by wsing TRADE wi
Urited Stabes " Thisnammate s cleany Gk
India was definitely not indeced o cease
Opzration Sindoor by Amencan pressure, ke
aline by TRADE™ concessans [vihch, inany
case, have not aoually materialised). oo
Trump, rane of that nuarers: The Art ol the
Deal s mesely the artal claiming adeal

Agreeang i ermeable deal is likely
Tranis best ket Israzl has dready decnsaed
Hetonll ah and Biamnas, the 1wo M0g polent
Trand sy partners i cond ucing et ical
wartire thoough termor s The fall of Syrian
dictaror Bachar l-Acsed de prived Iran al 2
key regional pariner lis other alies, boe the
Hiathd Forces i Yermenamad Shia millnas ike
e kel amis Recsance it g, can proect A
the powves beyond their ram naiions.

In thee loweg tenen, even i the LIS enakiles
Israee] o desvasiate underground Eaalities a
Fordoes, Ian vl Rkely be abbe fogan moclear
e capabillny As was demonstraed
i e £ 250 by Al ul Qadeer Khan's -
cliear prolderamon ring and North Karea's
linked arms rading, sy nanon weth Iran's
resounces ca find willing eendors i nuclear
and ballistic messile technology The best
loreg-bemucitiuis & revarn o the )P0 A
SEARUE QU AL Contalned G s MU Iar poo-
gramme, withow forcing Tehran into pee-
clsety the som ol chalos i [aoes indiy Afler
seeung what hap perewhenane doesnT pos
sessa ruchear deteament, whyvould amy san:
Traaricen B ot raece full-out for a bamb?

Long-temmn planning requises irade-offs |
you'se the leader of 2 poweriu
gt hawe b forgn & lashy-bul
heading teday aorder o5l 3 horing et
substantial treany that will benefit your sec-
cessnr. Meither Nesarmahunar Trump i tha
kined of leader Wlich i wity theeir devisions
il make In's nuclearisationless innmmeds-
ine — bt pveniually more cemain

Blam is ove oarlor of Pelullahs onhe
Pelaanframe: Islam and Modenmity
Ansang the Dirad] Bodeas

O Israel’'s devastating attack on Iran’s nuclear
facilities on June 13, 2025, orchestrated by Netanyahu
and backed by Trump, may delay but ultimately
accelerate Iran’s nuclear ambitions.

A Their short-term politics, lack of long-term strategy, and
flawed diplomacy risk creating greater instability
in West Asia and worsening global nuclear proliferation.

A This event, reminiscent of past Israeli strikes, has
reignited debates about the effectiveness of military
action versus diplomacy in addressing the
perceived existential threat posed by Iran’s nuclear
program, including its potential development of
a nuclear warhead.



NETANYAHU’S SHORT-TERM POLITICAL GAINS

O Netanyahu faces corruption charges and political setbacks; attacking Iran serves as a short-term
distraction from domestic crises and legal troubles.

O He has persistently undermined peace and the two-state solution for Palestine, exacerbating
regional instability rather than promoting long-term security for Israel.

O In 2015, Netanyahu sabotaged the JCPOA agreement, which offered Iran sanctions relief in
exchange for nuclear restrictions, forging alliances with Republicans but proposing no viable
alternative to contain Iran’s nuclear program. This opposition to the deal has continued for nearly 30
years.

O Israel’s attack failed to neutralise Iran’s capabilities; thousands of centrifuges and highly enriched
uranium stockpiles remain protected at Natanz and Fordow. The strike also did not impact
Iran’s heavy water production facilities, crucial for certain types of nuclear reactors.

O Netanyahu lacks a coherent long-term strategy; whether pursuing regime change, provoking U.S.
intervention, objectives remain unclear.



TRUMP’S LACK OF STRATEGIC VISION

A Trump operates purely on personal whims: profit, revenge, ego; lacking focus on
America’s strategic interests in West Asia or global security.

d Trump unilaterally exited the nuclear deal during his first term, destabilizing the
containment of Iran’s nuclear program for fleeting domestic political gains and
eliminating the sanctions relief that had incentivized Iran’s compliance.

d Trump’s renewed nuclear talks aim for personal glory, not substantive peace; driven by
his obsession with winning a Nobel Peace Prize.

 His boasts of mediating India-Pakistan ceasefire or Iran-Israel peace are fabrications,
undermining America’s credibility in global diplomacy.

A Trump’s impulsive actions risk further destabilisation of West Asia, while failing to
build a sustainable, enforceable nuclear threshold containment regime.



IMPACT ON IRAN’S NUCLEAR STRATEGY

d Israel's attack has convinced Iran to seek a credible nuclear deterrent, accelerating
uranium enrichment and potential development of a nuclear warhead. This has likely
increased the urgency of work among Iran’s nuclear scientists.

O Previously, Iran pursued ambiguity — denying intent for weapons while maintaining
breakout capability; post-attack, deterrence has become a strategic imperative.

O With Hezbollah, Hamas, Assad weakened, Iran's proxy warfare capabilities have declined,
increasing reliance on nuclear capability for national security.

d Iran can access global nuclear markets, as proven by A.Q. Khan and North Korea; technical
hurdles remain surmountable with sufficient motivation.

[ Restoring the JCPOA agreement, including sanctions relief, remains the best path to curb
Iran’s nuclear ambitions; military actions only harden Tehran's resolve for nuclear
development.



CONSEQUENCES FOR WEST ASIA STABILITY

O Israel's strike risks triggering a broader regional arms race, prompting other Middle
Eastern powers to seek nuclear capabilities.

O Escalatory actions raise prospects of Iranian retaliatory attacks across West Asia,
endangering shipping routes, oil markets, and civilian infrastructure.

O U.S.-Israeli actions further destabilize West Asia, exacerbating humanitarian crises
and fueling anti-Western sentiments across the Islamic world.

O Discrediting multilateral accords like the JCPOA erodes diplomatic norms,
encouraging reliance on unilateral military actions over constructive diplomacy.

O Heightened tensions provide recruiting tools for terrorist groups, undermining
regional security and Western interests in West Asia.



UK's Assisted Dying Law

Assisted dying set
to become law in
England & Wales

Histaoric Bill narrowly clears UK House

SARAH YOUNG
& ANDREW MACASKILL
LORDON, JUKE 20

BRITAIN'S FARLIAMENT voted
o Friday in favour of a bill to le-
galise assisted dying, paving the
way for the country's biggest so-
cial change ina generation.

The legislation passed by a
vate of 314-291, clearing its
bigzest parliarnentary hurdle.

The “Terrminally Il Adults
(End of Life)” law would give
mentally competent, termanally
ill adults in England and Wales
with six months or less left to live
the right to choose to end their
lives with medical help.

The bill now proceeds to
Britain's upper chamber, the
House af Lords, where it will un-
dergo months of soruting, While
there could be further amend-
ments, the unelected Lords will be
reluctant fo block legaslation that
has been passed by elected mem-
bers of the Houwse of Commans.

The vote puts Britain on
course to follow Australia,
Canada and other countries, as
well as some LLS. states, in per-
matting assisted dying.

Prime  Minister  Keir
Starmer's Labour gowernment
was neutral on the legislation,
meaning politicians voted ac-
cording to their conscience

People in London celebrate
the passage of the Bill Featers

rather than along party lines.
Starmer voted for the legislation.

Supporters of the bill say it
will provide dignity and com-
passion o people suffering, but
opponents worry that vulnera-
bl people could be coerced into
ending their les.

Hundreds of people had
gathered outside parliament to
hear news of the vote.

‘When the resullt was readout.
thiose in favour of the legislation
hugged. clapped and cheered.
Theey shoubed *victory™, “wewon”™
and waved their placards. Those:
opposed toit stood in silence.

Opinion polls show that a
majarity of Britons back assisted
dying. Friday's vote followed
hours of emotional debate and
references fo persanal stories in
thechamber and followed avote
in Movember that approved the
legislation i principle. REUTERS:

A Step Towards Legalising End-of-Life
Choices

[ The UK House of Commons has passed a
landmark bill legalising assisted dying for
terminallyill adults in England and Wales.

 This development marks a significant shift in
end-of-life care legislation, amidst heated
political and societal debate.



Key Highlights of the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill

L Eligibility criteria: The bill permits assisted dying under strict and clearly defined conditions - Individuals
must be 18 years or older.

0 Must be resident in England or Wales and registered with a General Practitioner (GP) for at least 12 months.
 Must have a terminal illness with an expected life expectancy of six months or less.

L Must possess the mental capacity to make an informed decision.

O Must make two formal, witnessed declarations expressing their wish to die.

L Evaluations are to be done by two independent doctors at least seven days apart.

L Procedure: After approval, there is a 14-day waiting period. A doctor would prepare the life-ending
substance, but the individual must self-administer it.

O It will be a criminal offence to coerce or pressure someone into assisted dying, punishable by up to 14
years in prison.
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Electric vehicle Manufacturing in India

Driving into the future

Electric vehicles will boost India's decarbonisation, manufacturing

MAHENDRA NATH PANDEY

INDAA IS THE Bfth Largest car imarket in the
workd and s the potential © oene ofwe of
he top theoe inthe near Sature - wath about
40 cyome custoeness in need of mobiity solu
Do by the year 2000 That is one side of the
comn. The other side is that the country needs
atranspertation revolusion. The cumvest ia
jectory of adding ever mose can runisag on
expermive imported fuel and cluttering up
already overcrowded cities sullening from
Infrastructure botthenecks and inse e alr
poliution is unfeassble. lndia's ctses will
(hoke A transportation revohation will luwve
many componeits — better “walkabality”
puabdic rransportation, radway, rosds - and
betser cans, Many of these “better cany™ will
Takerdy b electix
The tramatson to electric molsliny i 2
promising gobul strategy for decarbonisng
he transpont sector, inwdia & among 4 hand
ful of countries that supports the global
EVIOP 30 cammpabgn, which aims for at least
30 per cont new vebicle sabes to be cleciri
by 2000 Priene Manksey Norenclia Modi's o8
vocacy of five elements for cirnae change
“Panchanuit”™ — a1 the recontly conchaded
COF26 in Glasgiw I8 4 comimitment to the
same. The '™ espoused vanous ideas, Mo
renewablle energy catening to 50 per cent of
Incla’s energy neods, roduang carbon eemis
won by 1 ballon tonoes by 2000 and achiey
ing net revo by 2000 so that future genera
tsons can kead secure and prosperous Sves,

The push ke EV s deiven by the global
climute agenda establiahed under the Parn
Agreernen 10 coduce Carbon ermnsom in o
der 1o i global warming. M is abo pro
pected to contribute lo mpeoving the over
all energy security situation & the country
lmparts over B0 per cont af @s overall crade
Oll requirementy, amouning (0 appeo
mately $100 billion, The push s also ex
pocted tn play an important rode o the local
EV mansdacturing mdustry for job creation,
Addinonally, through severa) grd support
services, BV are expectod to strengthen the
wrd and help accommodate hagher renew
able energy peretration while maintaining
secune and sabike grid aperation

The global electrie mobiity revolution &
today defined by the rapid gromth inelectre
vehide (EV) uptale. it s estsmated that two in
every handred can sold ioday are powered
by electricity, This phenomenon ks today de
finod by the rapid rowth in EV uptabe, with
EV sales for the year 2000, reaching 2.1 mi
Thon The glotsad £V Bevt rotalied 8 0milion in
2020 with EVs accounting for 1 per cont of
the global vetucle stock and 26 per cont of
ghobal car sabes. Fallng battery conts and s
ng performance efioences are fuckng the
dermand for FVs globally.

It bs estimated that by 202030 India’s
cumubative dernand for bateres would be
approxamutedy 900- 1100 COWh, but there
concerm over the sbwence of 2 manufactue

mg base for battenes i ndia, lead ing to sole
1ellnce on IMports o0 moet mng demand
As pet government data, India imponed
moce than $1 billion worth of Bthivmson
cels ln 2021 even though there is neyligh
ble penetration of electsic vehicles and bat
tery storage i the power sector, While India
Is yet 10 grab the opportunaty, ghobal rman
facturers are betting high on battery man
facturing and Last moving from gigatacto
es 1o teralactories.

With recent technobogy daruptions, bet
tery stocage has great oppoctusily @ peo
moting sustainable development in the
country, comaderiog government st ives
0 promcte o mobelity and rerevwabile power
A50 CW energy capacity target by 2000
With naing hevels of per capita income, there
has been a tremendows demand for con
sumer clectronicos in the areas of mobile
phones, UPS, Lagtopn, povwer basics etc. that
quire advanced chemsery bastevies. This
ey anulacturing of advanced bathenies
one of the Langest economik opportuniies of
the 215t ey

The government of Tnsdia has taken var
ous moeasees o deve lop and promeee the
EV ecosystem i the country. ranging from
the remodeled Faster Adoption and
Manuactuning of Bleceric Viehscles (FAME
) scheme (Rs 10,000 crore) for the con
suney side 1o production linked incentive

U scherme for Advasced Chemintry Cell

ACC)( Rs 3300 crore ) for the suppher side,
and flsally the recently launched MU
scheme for Auto  and  Automotive
Components (Rs 25938 crore) for mane
acturen of dlectric velucles

Thues, ol theese forward and backowasd
tegration mechunisims i the economy ae
expected 10 achieve robust growth in the
comang years and will enable India 10
leapirog tothe covironementally Ceaner elec
trw velwches and brydiogen fuel ol vebuc les
Thas will not enly help the sation conserne
forrugn exchange et abso miake ndia a globud
leader in mansfactusnng of EVy and better
comply with the Paris Climate Change
Agreement

A thiee schemes cumudatively expect
an investment of about ks 1,00,000 crore
which will beost domestic manufacturing
and also Balitate EVs and battery demnand
creation along with the developeent of 4
coenyplete domesiic suppily can and locegn
et mvestment in the country. The piro
e evrviages an off import bl redux
Hhon of abouit Ry 2 Lakh crone and inpost il
subsivatlon of absout B 15 Likh crove.

1 hogee the PAEs visson will push both the
publc ageacies and private entrepreneurs to
embark on a collabotative youmey that will
benefit the coumry

hve weiter is the raiesivter for heovy
ndeuries. Covernument of it

India Electric Car Manufacturing

O India’s planned electric four-wheeler manufacturing
capacity is set to rise over tenfold to 2.5 million,
according to new research by Rhodium Group.

India’s Rapid Expansion in Electric Vehicle Manufacturing
India is poised to make a major leap in the global electric
vehicle (EV) manufacturing race.

According to a report by the Rhodium Group, the country
is expected to become the fourth-largest electric car
manufacturerin the world by 2030, trailing only China,
the European Union, and the United States.

This shiftis driven by a significant scale-up in EV
production capacity, proactive government policies, and
strategic protectionist measures to support domestic
players.



Projected Supply Surplus and Export Opportunities

O The Rhodium report estimates that India’s EV production capacity will exceed domestic demand by 1.1 to
2.1 million units between now and 2030.

O While domestic EV demand is expected to grow to between 0.4 to 1.4 million units by the end of the decade,
this still falls short of the planned production capacity.

O This projected surplus opens up potential for India to emerge as a key EV exporter, provided that it can lower
manufacturing costs and compete globally, especially against Chinese exports, which currently dominate
global EV markets.

Role of Domestic Players and Current Market Share

[ Indian automakers such as Tata Motors, MG Motor, and Mahindra have consolidated their dominance in the
domestic market.

O These three accounted for nearly 90% of India’s electric car sales in 2024-25, according to the Vahan
dashboard.

O Despite low current EV penetration, just 2% in 2024, the Rhodium report notes that India has outpaced
countries like Japan and South Korea in terms of future manufacturing capacity, driven by planned
investments and supportive policies.



Policy Framework and Industrial Strategy

O India’s rise in the EV space is strongly supported by a combination of industrial policy, market
incentives, and a protectionist trade strategy.

J Consumer Subsidies: Linked to increasing localisation requirements, these subsidies aim to
reduce dependency on imports and incentivise domestic manufacturing.

J Production-Linked Incentives (PLI): Schemes for advanced battery manufacturing and EV
component production have catalysed investment.

J Tariffs: Import duties of 70-100% on fully built electric vehicles have shielded Indian
manufacturers from foreign competition, enabling the domestic industry to scale up.

O Infrastructure Expansion: A concerted push to expand EV charging infrastructure supports
long-term adoption goals.

O While these measures have helped boost local manufacturing, the Rhodium report cautions
that they have also raised consumer costs and limited product variety.
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