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Prelims Practice Question For Today

Consider the following statements regarding International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA).

1.IAEA was established as an autonomous organization under the UN 
Statute.
2.It inhibits the complete use of nuclear technologies and nuclear energy.
3.It reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and United 
Nations Security Council.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) Only one
• b) Only two
• c) All three
• d) None



▪ The IAEA is the world’s centre for cooperation in the nuclear field.

▪ It was set up as the world’s “Atoms for Peace” organization in 1957.

▪ It was established as an autonomous organization in 1957 through its own international 
treaty, the IAEA Statute.

▪ Reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council.

▪ Headquarters in Vienna, Austria.

▪ The IAEA serves as an intergovernmental forum for scientific and technical cooperation in 
the peaceful use of nuclear technology and nuclear power worldwide.

Functions:

▪ Works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe, secure 
and peaceful use of nuclear technologies.

▪ Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military 
purpose, including nuclear weapons.



Today's Prelims Practice Question

Which of the following is a measure that can be used by the 
Government to combat inflation?

a) Reduction in the Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR)
b) Providing more subsides on exports
c) Increasing the rate of interest on savings and fixed deposits
d) Increasing the non-planned expenditure on defence, police etc



Passing laws as moneybills

CONTEXT

▪ Chief Justice of India D.Y. 

Chandrachud on Monday agreed 

to list petitions challenging the 

Money Bill route taken by the 
Centre to pass contentious 

amendments in the Parliament.



▪ The Money Bill question was referred in the 
case of Rojer Mathew vs. South Indian Bank 

Ltd.

▪ The cardinal issue is whether such 

amendments could be passed as a Money 
Bill, circumventing the Rajya Sabha, in 

violation of Article 110 of the Constitution.

The provisions

▪ A Money Bill is deemed to contain only 

provisions dealing with all or any of the 

matters under clauses (a) to (g) of Article 

110(1), largely including the appropriation of 

money from the Consolidated Fund of India 
and taxation.

▪  Money Bill is restricted only to the specific 

financial matters.



▪ Amendments made from 2015 onwards in the 
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) 

through Money Bills, giving the Enforcement 

Directorate almost blanket powers of arrest, raids, 

etc.

Money bill

▪ In India, a Money Bill is a type of legislation that 
relates to the appropriation of money from the 
Consolidated Fund of India, which is the main fund of 
the government.

▪ Money Bills are typically related to financial 
matters such as taxation, public expenditure, and 
public debt.



criteria that a bill should fulfill to became a money 
bill

▪ According to the Constitution of India, a bill is 
considered a Money Bill if it contains only 
provisions dealing with all or any of the following 
matters:

▪ The imposition, abolition, remission, alteration, or 
regulation of any tax.

▪ The regulation of the borrowing of money or the 
giving of any guarantee by the Government of 
India.

▪ The custody of the Consolidated Fund or the 
Contingency Fund of India, the payment of money 
into or the withdrawal of money from any such 
fund.

▪ The appropriation of money out of the 
Consolidated Fund of India.

https://vajiramandravi.com/quest-upsc-notes/indian-constitution-features-and-significant-provisions/


▪ The declaring of any expenditure to 
be expenditure charged on the Consolidated 
Fund of India or the increasing of the amount of 
any such expenditure.

▪ The receipt of money on account of the 
Consolidated Fund of India or the public 
account of India or the custody or issue of such 
money.

Procedure for the passage of the Money Bill

▪ Money bills can only be introduced in the Lok 
Sabha and only with the recommendation of 
the President.

▪ Money bills are considered government 
bills and can only be introduced by a minister.

https://ccaind.nic.in/govt_accounts.asp
https://ccaind.nic.in/govt_accounts.asp
https://vajiramandravi.com/quest-upsc-notes/president-of-india/


▪ After a money bill is passed by the Lok Sabha, it is 
transmitted to the Rajya Sabha for consideration. 
The Rajya Sabha has limited powers with regard to 
money bills and can only make recommendations 
and cannot reject or amend the bill.

▪ The Rajya Sabha must return the bill to the Lok 
Sabha within 14 days, with or without 
recommendations. The Lok Sabha can accept or 
reject any recommendations made by the Rajya 
Sabha.

▪ If the Lok Sabha accepts any recommendations, the 
bill is deemed to have been passed by both Houses 
in the modified form.

▪ If the Lok Sabha does not accept any 
recommendations, the bill is deemed to have 
passed by both Houses in the form originally 
passed by the Lok Sabha without any change.



▪ If the Rajya Sabha does not return the bill 
to the Lok Sabha within 14 days, the bill 
is deemed to have been passed by both 
Houses in the form originally passed by 
the Lok Sabha.

▪ The Lok Sabha has more powers than the 
Rajya Sabha with regard to money bills.

▪ When a money bill is presented to the 
President, he may give or withhold his 
assent to the bill but cannot return the 
bill for reconsideration.

▪ The President normally gives assent to a 
money bill as it is introduced in the 
Parliament with his prior permission.



Nepal - India reset

Context

▪ There is an opportunity to 
upgrade India-Nepal 
relations with Narendra 
Modi reclaiming the Indian 
Prime Minister position for 
a third term and Khadga 
Prasad Oli becoming the 
Prime Minister of Nepal.



Historical Challenges and Recent Turbulence:

▪ Constitutional Controversy: Bilateral 
relations deteriorated since 2015 due to 
India's opposition to Nepal's new 
Constitution and subsequent economic 
blockade.

▪ Inflammatory Statements: Controversial 
statements by Oli, including claims 
about Ayodhya's location and India's 
aggressive stance, further strained 
relations.

▪ Territorial Disputes: Territorial disputes 
arose following India's updated political 
map in 2019, leading to Nepal amending 
its Constitution to include the 
Limpiyadhura-Kalapani triangle.



India's Involvement and Hindutva 
Influence:

▪ Political Interference: Increased 
Indian involvement in Nepal's 
governance and politics, including 
covert activities and promotion of 
Hindutva ideology.

▪ Ideological Reshaping: RSS and 
BJP attempts to reshape Nepal in 
their vision of India.

▪ Future Concerns: Concerns in 
Kathmandu about Modi's third 
term and its implications for 
bilateral relations.



Opportunities for Resetting Relations:

▪ Policy Recalibration: Need for policy 
corrections in India's 
'Neighbourhood First' initiative, 
starting with Nepal.

▪ Non-Interference 
Approach: Importance of adopting 
a hands-off policy to promote 
political stability and economic 
growth in Nepal.

▪ Economic Recognition: Recognition 
of Nepal's economic significance, 
including its status as the seventh-
largest remittance-sending country 
to India.



Toll that extreme heat takes on women

Context

▪ The warmest year on record was 2023. Temperatures 

in several parts of India during May-June 2024 were 

reported to be record-breaking. Women are 

disproportionately harmed by extreme heat, largely 
because of unequal power dynamics, gender norms, 

and unequal access to resources, as reflected in the 

Global Gender Gap Index that places India at 18th 

rank from the bottom.

▪ India is home to more than one-in-six women in the 

world  and extreme heat is now their reality.



Urban female

▪ Informal labourers face harsh weather, whether 

working in marketplaces, streets, construction 

sites, landfills, or even their employers’ homes.

▪ Due to their occupational settings, these 

casual-wage workers — street vendors, paid 

domestic helpers, construction workers, and 

sanitation workers — are vulnerable to climatic 

extremes.

▪ water scarcity and power fluctuations raise the 
challenge of being hydrated and staying 

comfortable.

▪ Greenery and other natural forms of cooling 
are also becoming increasingly unavailable for 

public consumption in dense urban areas.



Rural women

▪ using biomass over a hot stove, bearing the 
brunt of ensuing disease burden. Since 56.8% 

of rural Indian families cook on biomass 

(NFHS-5).

▪ works outdoors in the field, MGNREGA.

▪ Prolonged exposure to heatwaves adversely 
affects rural women, heat may decide whether 

they live in hunger and poverty or not.

▪ Heat stress puts the body under a great deal of 
strain, making it harder for it to regulate its 

temperature, leading to several illnesses, 

including heat cramps, severe heat stroke, and 

hyperthermia.



▪ Women are at greater risk because of their 
physiological makeup .

▪ Heat stress has a pronounced impact on 
maternal and child health. The data on heat 

strain’s effects translating to a rise in preterm 

delivery, miscarriage, and stillbirths is especially 

worrying in India, given its higher maternal 
mortality rates.

Way farward

▪ Strengthening their resilience to heat strain is the 

need of the hour. climate-friendly urban 

planning, development of and access to 

sustainable cooling technologies, fair division of 
care work, and public provisioning of essential 

services should be our immediate concerns.

▪ We cannot talk about adaptation and resilience 

without addressing the social power gradient 
that determines women’s capacity to face the 

crisis we are experiencing.



ICAR to release 323 new varities of 56 crops

CONTEXT

▪ The Indian Council of 

Agricultural Re- search 

(ICAR) will launch its “one 

scientist, one product” 
programme on Tuesday to 

improve re- search in the 

field of agriculture and 

animal husbandry.



▪ 323 varieties of 56 crops, including cereals, 
oilseeds, forage crops, and sugar cane, 

introduced at a function here on Tuesday as 

part of its 96th foundation day.

▪ These crops include 289 climate-resilient 
varieties and 27 bio-fortified varieties.

▪ Prioritising seed hubs for high- yielding 
oilseeds and pulses varieties.”

▪ ICAR was also working to develop 100 new 
seed varieties and 100 farm technologies in 

100 days as part of the Centre’s 100-day 

action plan.

▪ With the help of breeder seeds, about 16 million 
hectares (mha) are under bio-fortified varieties 

of different crops, including wheat (13 mha), rice 

(0.5 mha), pearl millet (1.5 mha), lentil (0.5 mha) 

and mustard (1 mha) during 2023-24.



▪ “Deployment of climate-resilient technologies 
led to enhanced production even during the 

abnormal years.”

▪ From 2014-15 to 2023-24, a total of 2,593 high-
yielding varieties were released.

▪ These include 2,177 climate-resilient (83% of to- 

tal) varieties with biotic and abiotic stress resis- 

tance, and 150 bio-fortified crop varieties.

About ICAR

▪ The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) 

is an autonomous body responsible for 

coordinating agricultural education and research in 
India.

▪ It reports to the Department of Agricultural 

Research and Education, Ministry of Agriculture.The 

Union Minister of Agriculture serves as its 
president.It is the largest network of agricultural 

research and education institutes in the world.



WORK OF  ICAR

▪ To plan, undertake, aid, promote and coordinate 
education, research and its application in agriculture, 
agroforestry, animal husbandry, fisheries, home science 
and allied sciences.

▪ It reports to the Department of Agricultural 

Research and Education, Ministry of 

Agriculture.The Union Minister of Agriculture 

serves as its president.It is the largest 

network of agricultural research and 
education institutes in the world.
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