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Today's Prelims Practice Question

Q)In Economy, Kuznets’ theory is related to

a) GDP per capita
b) Inequality
c) Fiscal deficit
d) Population growth



Explanation



Today's Prelims Practice Question

Global Methane Pledge, an effort to cut methane emissions by a 
third by the end of this decade is led by

a) India and US
b) US and EU
c) India and EU
d) India, US and EU



Women led development in the Rajya sabha

❑ The phrase ‘women-led development’, 
which was recognised as one of the six 
focal points during India’s presidency of 
the G20, has always been a cornerstone 
of the government’s priorities and 
policies. 

❑ Under a women-led development 
approach, women are not just 
beneficiaries of development, but also 
set the agenda for development.



❑ At a time when women are leading 
governance and development initiatives 
across the world, India’s legislature, a 
pivotal organ of its democracy, cannot 
afford to be left behind.

❑ It is in this backdrop that the Vice President of 
India and the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, 
Jagdeep Dhankar, has introduced a slew of 
progressive measures in the proceedings of 
the House as well as in the Secretariat.

❑ When the nation witnessed the historic 
passage of the Nari Shakti Vandan 
Adhiniyam (Women’s Reservation Bill), 
2023, Mr. Dhankar, in a historic move, 
reconstituted the panel of vice-chairpersons to 
include only women

❑ Eminent athlete P.T. Usha also created 
history by becoming the first nominated 
MP in history to become the Vice 
Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha.

❑ Under India’s presidency, the G20 New 
Delhi Leaders’ Declaration underscored 
that investing in the empowerment of all 
women and girls has a multiplier effect 
in implementing the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 

❑ India is already working tirelessly towards 
goal 5.5 of the Sustainable Development 
Goals, which calls for “women’s full and 
effective participation and equal 
opportunities for leadership at all levels of 
decision-making



Emergency provisions and centre- 

state relations

❑ The recent violence in 
Manipur has reignited 
discussions about the role of 
emergency provisions in 
India's federal structure and 
their impact on Centre-State 
relations. 

❑ This debate focuses on the use 
of emergency powers 
under Articles 355 and 356 of 
the Indian Constitution, 
especially in light of the 
ongoing crisis in Manipur.



❑ India is a federal republic with a division 
of powers between the Union and State 
governments, as outlined in the Seventh 
Schedule of the Constitution.

❑ States are primarily responsible for 
maintaining law and order within their 
territories.

Emergency Provisions:

❑ Emergency provision is a unique feature 
of Indian Constitution that allows the 
Centre to assume wide powers so as to 
handle special situations.

❑ The emergency provisions are provided 
in Part XVIII of the Constitution.

❑ The Constitution of India provides for 
three different kinds of abnormal 
situations which call for a departure 
from the normal governmental 
machinery setup by the Constitution:

❑ National Emergency (Article 
352): An emergency due to war, an 
external aggression or armed 
rebellion.

❑ State Emergency or Presidential 
Rule (Article 356): Failure of 
constitutional machinery in states

❑ Financial Emergency (Article 360)





Judicial Interpretations

❑ Historically, Article 356 has been misused to dismiss elected State governments for reasons 
not strictly related to constitutional breakdown.

❑ S R Bommai Case (1994): The Supreme Court restricted the misuse of Article 356, stating 
it should only be used in cases of constitutional machinery breakdown, and is subject to 
judicial review.

❑  Subsequent rulings have expanded the scope of Article 355, allowing the Union to take 
actions to protect States and ensure constitutional governance.

Suggestions and Recommendations

❑ Sarkaria Commission (1987) suggested that Article 355 should empower the Union to take 
necessary actions for State protection and governance.

❑ National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution (2002) and Punchhi 
Commission (2010) emphasized that Article 356 should be used only as a last resort in 
extreme situations.



Two Years of Project Cheetah

❑ An ambitious project of the Central 
government of reintroducing 
Cheetahs in India successfully 
completed two years after being 
declared extinct in 1952.

❑ The Cheetah Action Plan (CAP) is 
India’s initiative to reintroduce African 
cheetahs into the country’s 
ecosystems.



What is Project Cheetah?

❑ Launched in: 2022

❑ Project Cheetah is India’s ambitious attempt 
to introduce African cats in the wild in the 
country. Cheetah were the only large 
carnivore species that went extinct in 
Independent India.

❑ The project is the first-ever intercontinental 
translocation of the big cats.

❑ As part of the project, 20 cheetahs have been 
brought to the Kuno National Park in Madhya 
Pradesh so far -- eight from Namibia in 
September 2022 and 12 from South Africa in 
February 2023.



Current status:
❑ Since they arrived in India, eight adult cheetahs -- three females and five males -- have 

died.

❑ Seventeen cubs have been born in India, with 12 surviving, bringing the total number 
of cheetahs, including cubs, in Kuno to 24. Currently, all are in enclosures.

❑ Objective: Introduce African cheetahs to India to conserve the species and restore 
degraded dry-open forest/savanna ecosystems. The cheetahs are intended to boost 
eco-tourism and benefit local communities.

❑ The population is expected to reach Kuno National Park’s carrying capacity in about 15 
years and the wider landscape in 30-40 years.

❑ Why Kuno National Park? Kuno was chosen as the most suitable location among ten 
surveyed sites due to its habitat and prey base. However, cheetahs have been held 
captive here longer than planned.

❑ Additional sites like Banni Grasslands in Gujarat and Nauradehi Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh are being considered for cheetah introduction



Indian Military exports to Israel – aiding Genocide

❑ The Supreme Court of India recently 
dismissed a petition by former civil servants, 
academics, and activists in the case of Ashok 
Kumar Sharma and Others vs Union of 
India. 

❑ The petition sought to suspend existing and 
future licences for the export of military 
equipment to Israel, citing concerns over 
international humanitarian law violations 
amid ongoing conflict in Gaza. 

❑ The Court's decision raises questions about 
judicial review limits on executive foreign 
policy decisions, especially concerning 
international humanitarian law.



Judicial Review Limits

❑ The Supreme Court declined to rule on the merits, focusing instead on procedural 
aspects. It stated that international obligations are not binding in this context, 
as Israel was not a party to the case. 

❑ This approach overlooks the fact that the challenge was directed at the Indian 
government and companies, not Israel.

❑ The Court's reasoning contradicts its previous judgments, which 
emphasized interpreting domestic law in light of international obligations. 

❑ Despite the ICJ's detailed orders and obligations under conventions like 
the Genocide Convention, the Court failed to enforce these international norms 
domestically.

❑  The Court cited potential breaches of contract and other fallout as reasons for 
dismissing the petition. 

❑ It overlooked that the government could invoke force majeure to halt arms exports 
due to international legal obligations, thus prioritizing commercial interests over 
humanitarian concerns.



Fallout of the Decision

❑ The Supreme Court's dismissal could impede efforts to halt military aid to Israel, 
amidst severe humanitarian crises in Gaza. 

❑ This inaction might contribute to the ongoing devastation and international 
criticism of Israel’s conduct.

❑ The decision underscores the constraints of judicial review over executive 
actions in foreign policy, especially in contexts involving humanitarian law 
violations. 

❑ It highlights a gap in enforcing international legal commitments within 
domestic judicial frameworks.

❑  The Court's stance raises significant concerns about India’s adherence to its 
international legal obligations, potentially undermining global trust in India's 
commitment to human rights and humanitarian laws.



Dependence on Chinese imports continues to increase despite the 
government’s push for manufacturing in the country leading to a large trade 

deficit with China. Analyse its implications on the Indian economy. 

Enumerate the measures that are needed to bridge the trade deficit.

Approach

❑ Introduce India's excessive dependence on 
China for imports.

❑ Discuss reasons for trade deficit.

❑ Suggest mitigation Measures to reduce 
dependence on China

❑ Conclude the answer by writing a way
      forward



The latest data released by the China customs department shows India’s trade 

deficit with the country breaching $100 billion for the first time in 2022. This is 

countering the Atmanirbhar Bharat goals, especially with ongoing geopolitical 

tensions between the two countries.

Dependence on Chinese imports continues to increase despite the government’s 

push for manufacturing in the country. The inability to reduce China’s influence often 

gets voiced in the call for a boycott of Chinese goods.

Reasons for trade deficit 

❑ Most imports from China are intermediate goods used by Indian manufacturers.

❑ A sharp rise in chemicals and engineering equipment, including electrical and non-

electrical instruments, is driving a large part of the imports growth from China. 

❑ They are used in the manufacturing sector here. Cheaper Chinese goods are also 

powering India’s green transition, digital economy, and even the latest real estate 
and construction boom.



❑ The growth of Chinese manufacturing sector, in the last few decades, whereas 

the Indian manufacturing sector remained sluggish and comparatively 

inefficient. 

❑ Given the geographical proximity of China and low prices offered by Chinese 
firms, it is cheaper and economically efficient to import from China rather than 

domestically.

Mitigation measures

❑ There are no shortcuts to reducing dependence on them. It will require a long and 

sustained policy boost to empower Indian manufacturing. 

❑ At the same time, the government will need to look for alternative suppliers for many 

important raw and intermediate goods from China. India is not alone in looking for 
alternatives. 

❑ The whole world is now talking about the China Plus One strategy and looking for better 

alternatives to China.



Government measures have been put in place for China. 

❑ Scrutinising Chinese investments – keeping Chinese companies out of 5G trials 

❑ Curbing opportunistic takeover of domestic firms – FDI restriction on China 

❑ Cutting import dependency for APIs – Promotion of Bulk Drug Parks and PLI 

Scheme

way forward for reducing dependence on China

❑ India can diversify dependence by working more with the U.S., Europe, South Korea and 

Japan. This way it will increase its reliance on countries with which it also enjoys good 

political relations. 

❑ Providing further impetus to self-reliance in major sectors where India is a net-importer is a 
prudent way forward where technology and capital will have a huge role to play.
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