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Today's Prelims Practice Question

Q)In Economy, Kuznets’ theory is related to

a) GDP per capita

b) Inequality

c) Fiscal deficit

d) Population growth



Explanation

IKuznets Curve

Kuznets” work on economic growth and income distribution led him to
hypothesize that industrializing nations experience a rise and subsequent

decline in economic inequality. When charted, this trajectory appears as an

inverted "U" shape, also known as the “Kuznets curve."
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Today's Prelims Practice Question

Global Methane Pledge, an effort to cut methane emissions by a
third by the end of this decade is led by

a) India and US

b) US and EU

c) India and EU

d) India, US and EU



Women led development in the Rajya sabha
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U The phrase ‘women-led development’,
which was recognised as one of the six
focal points during India’s presidency of
the G20, has always been a cornerstone
of the government’s priorities and
policies.

O Under a women-led development
approach, women are not just
beneficiaries of development, but also
set the agenda for development.



0 At a time when women are leading
governance and development initiatives
across the world, India’s legislature, a
pivotal organ of its democracy, cannot
afford to be left behind.

Q Itis in this backdrop that the Vice President of
India and the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha,
Jagdeep Dhankar, has introduced a slew of
progressive measures in the proceedings of
the House as well as in the Secretariat.

O When the nation witnessed the historic
passage of the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam (Women'’s Reservation Bill),
2023, Mr. Dhankar, in a historic move,
reconstituted the panel of vice-chairpersons to
include only women

0 Eminent athlete P.T. Usha also created
history by becoming the first nominated
MP in history to become the Vice
Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha.

O Under India’s presidency, the G20 New
Delhi Leaders’ Declaration underscored
that investing in the empowerment of all
women and girls has a multiplier effect
in implementing the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

O India is already working tirelessly towards
goal 5.5 of the Sustainable Development
Goals, which calls for “women'’s full and
effective participation and equal
opportunities for leadership at all levels of
decision-making



Emergency provisions and centre-
state relations

How do emergency provisions

impact Centre-State relations?

What is the fedkeral stnacture of gosesromoe in laclia? How do Arvackes 355 and 356 affect fderalism?
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O The recent violence in
Manipur has reignited
discussions about the role of
emergency provisions in
India's federal structure and
their impact on Centre-State
relations.

This debate focuses on the use
of emergency powers

under Articles 355 and 356 of
the Indian Constitution,
especially in light of the
ongoing crisis in Manipur.




Q India is a federal republic with a division
of powers between the Union and State
governments, as outlined in the Seventh
Schedule of the Constitution.

O The Constitution of India provides for

d States are primarily responsible for three different kinds of abnormal
maintaining law and order within their situations which call for a departure
territories. from the normal governmental

machinery setup by the Constitution:

O National Emergency (Article
352): An emergency due to war, an
external aggression or armed

Emergency Provisions:

d Emergency provision is a unique feature

of Indian Constitution that allows the rebellion.
Centre to assume wide powers so as to ] ]
handle special situations. O State Emergency or Presidential
Rule (Article 356): Failure of
O The emergency provisions are provided constitutional machinery in states

in Part XVIII of the Constitution. ] ] ]
O Financial Emergency (Article 360)



Applicability

Effect

Fundamental Rights

Centre-State
Relationship

Proclamation

National Emergency State Emergency

In situations of war, external aggression or armed rebellion. In situation of failure of constitutional machinery in State
No authority to the Centre to suspend the Constitution in a The Council of Ministers is dissolved, vacating the office of Chief
state. Minister. Furthermore, the Vidhan Sabha is either prorogued or

dissolved, necessitating a new election.

It affects Fundamental Rights It does not affect Fundamental Rights

the relationship of all the states with the Centre changes the relationship of only one state where the action is taken changes
with the Centre [:

Approved by the Parliament within 1 month and thereafter Approved by the Parliament within 2 months and thereafter every 6

every 6 months and there is no maximum duration prescribed months, and the maximum period that it remains in force is 3 years.



Judicial Interpretations

O Historically, Article 356 has been misused to dismiss elected State governments for reasons
not strictly related to constitutional breakdown.

O S R Bommai Case (1994): The Supreme Court restricted the misuse of Article 356, stating

It should only be used in cases of constitutional machinery breakdown, and is subject to
judicial review.

O Subsequent rulings have expanded the scope of Article 355, allowing the Union to take
actions to protect States and ensure constitutional governance.

Suggestions and Recommendations

O Sarkaria Commission (1987) suggested that Article 355 should empower the Union to take
necessary actions for State protection and governance.

O National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution (2002) and Punchhi
Commission (2010) emphasized that Article 356 should be used only as a last resort in
extreme situations.



Two Years of Project Cheetah

What is the current status of the
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d An ambitious project of the Central
government of reintroducing
Cheetahs in India successfully
completed two years after being
declared extinct in 1952.

d The Cheetah Action Plan (CAP) is
India’s initiative to reintroduce African
cheetahs into the country’s
ecosystemes.



What is Project Cheetah?

d Launched in: 2022

O Project Cheetah is India’'s ambitious attempt CHEETAH FACTS: (
to introduce African cats in the wild in the § TINL OLRiE o cdtgpecies
* Ancestors can be fraced back about
country. Cheetah were the only large 8.5 million years
carnivore species that went extinct in eiHambacal chenions Jush MW 7. S99

; individuals globally
Independent India.

RN AR
IUCN's Red List recognises cheetahs as
“vulnerable” species
e The Asiatic cheetah and the Northwest African
cheetah are critically endangered
¢ Cheetahs have lost 90% of their global habitat
ive in 9% of its historic range

¥ ‘3 ‘

A The project is the first-ever intercontinental
translocation of the big cats.

A As part of the project, 20 cheetahs have been
brought to the Kuno National Park in Madhya
Pradesh so far -- eight from Namibia in
September 2022 and 12 from South Africa in
February 2023.



Current status:

d Since they arrived in India, eight adult cheetahs -- three females and five males -- have
died.

O Seventeen cubs have been born in India, with 12 surviving, bringing the total number
of cheetahs, including cubs, in Kuno to 24. Currently, all are in enclosures.

Q Objective: Introduce African cheetahs to India to conserve the species and restore

degraded dry-open forest/savanna ecosystems. The cheetahs are intended to boost
eco-tourism and benefit local communities.

d The population is expected to reach Kuno National Park’s carrying capacity in about 15
years and the wider landscape in 30-40 years.

O Why Kuno National Park? Kuno was chosen as the most suitable location among ten
surveyed sites due to its habitat and prey base. However, cheetahs have been held
captive here longer than planned.

O Additional sites like Banni Grasslands in Gujarat and Nauradehi Wildlife
Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh are being considered for cheetah introduction



Indian Military exports to Israel — aiding Genocide
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Indian military export to Israel — aiding genocide
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d The Supreme Court of India recently
dismissed a petition by former civil servants,
academics, and activists in the case of Ashok
Kumar Sharma and Others vs Union of
India.

d The petition sought to suspend existing and
future licences for the export of military
equipment to Israel, citing concerns over
international humanitarian law violations
amid ongoing conflict in Gaza.

0 The Court's decision raises questions about
judicial review limits on executive foreign
policy decisions, especially concerning
international humanitarian law.



Judicial Review Limits

d The Supreme Court declined to rule on the merits, focusing instead on procedural
aspects. It stated that international obligations are not binding in this context,
as Israel was not a party to the case.

d This approach overlooks the fact that the challenge was directed at the Indian
government and companies, not Israel.

O The Court's reasoning contradicts its previous judgments, which
emphasized interpreting domestic law in light of international obligations.

O Despite the ICJ's detailed orders and obligations under conventions like

the Genocide Convention, the Court failed to enforce these international norms
domestically.

0 The Court cited potential breaches of contract and other fallout as reasons for
dismissing the petition.

Q It overlooked that the government could invoke force majeure to halt arms exports

due to international legal obligations, thus prioritizing commercial interests over
humanitarian concerns.




Fallout of the Decision

U The Supreme Court's dismissal could impede efforts to halt military aid to Israel,
amidst severe humanitarian crises in Gaza.

O This inaction might contribute to the ongoing devastation and international
criticism of Israel's conduct.

d The decision underscores the constraints of judicial review over executive
actions in foreign policy, especially in contexts involving humanitarian law
violations.

Q It highlights a gap in enforcing international legal commitments within
domestic judicial frameworks.

O The Court's stance raises significant concerns about India’s adherence to its

International legal obligations, potentially undermining global trust in India's
commitment to human rights and humanitarian laws.



Dependence on Chinese imports continues to increase despite the

government’s push for manufacturing in the country leading to a large trade
deficit with China. Analyse its implications on the Indian economy
Enumerate the measures that are needed to bridge the trade deficit.

ILLUSTRATION BY BINAY SINHA

India’semployment:

The true picture

Results from the Periodic Labour Force Survey are not comparable
with the previous Employment-Unemployment Surveys

robust Institutions that collect and transmit

ood data regularly. I am a great believer in

robust data being essential in diagnosing the right

problemto mrgrn:t and to devise smart solutions for it.
Inth P i .

ment scenario, we need to make efforts to improve

(hef\f.ilnbili:yof ‘quality data so that a narrative driv-

L Surveys (EUS), which was last con-
cluded in 2011-12. Thi:

number of people employed in the country has been
declining at the rate of two million every year since
200712 l‘hnsxscomplelel) aloddswlv.h anyo(husouo—
economic data available. For
domsug produc (GDP) has, gwwn bysopemcmduxv
with
expansion in every sector — from infrastructure to
hOuSIng_ transport to healthcare and from profumon
il Itisinc

could h:
emplo) ed workforce, »\ hich \muld sl.ncll\, lmply mal

p
of India's growth. [ndcp‘.ndml report by Brookings
concluded that number of people living in extreme
poverty in India has reduced from 268 million in 2011
toless than 50 million. It would be difficult to explain
how such rapid reduction can happen if unemploy-
ment is also risi; . Finally,
uncmp]c)mcm seems to also contradict with ano(hcr
finding in the >.m:e PLFS — growing earnings and
‘wages a dit types. Ifthe labour
market
rate suggests. then the economnc logic would expect
falling or at least stagnant wages. But they aren’t. For
example, the eamings/wages of rural women, for which
unemployment rate is particularly high, have grown
in each quarter starting July-September

surveys and the new PLFS cannot be so easﬂy com-
pared. The PLFS is a two-year pilot started in July
2017, whichincludes aquarterly urban and an annu-
al rural survey. The objective is to have more fre-
quent data on labour market and hence it departed
from the previous EUS exercise, which happened

an be
Currently, there are three contesting namratives. The
first narrative is of jobless growth, which implies that
India is creating insufficient jobs. The second is oppo-
site to first and advocates that there is no issue of
employment. The third, which I believe to be true, is
between the first two suggesting that though there is
sufficient employment, the true challenge isto create
well-paying quality jobs. U the leak of

n ry five years. Amongst other things, the PLFS
has updated the sampling techniques used, adiffer-
entsampling frame using 2011 Census, and adopted
new data collection methods.

m me show you how this conclusion of job loss
b th 201112 survey data s faulty.

2017 and reached growth of 13 per cent and 8 per cent
mpmmely by the last quarter.

It is overwhelmingly clear that the results from
the PLFS are not comparable with the previous EUS,
and the PLFS should be used strictly for measuring
the changes from the baseline in 2017-18. We have
seen this before also — doing surveys in India has
always been tricky with small changes in method-
ology producing unexpected results. The PLFS also
highlights fall in labour force participation rate. Even
iftrue, it does not mention that it could be aresult of
other factors such as increase in attendance in school

dam.umux ey
basic demographlc data such as an estimate of total
y. The PLFS estimates India’s

data from the first year of the two-
year Pilot Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) conducted by the
National Sample Survey Office
(NSS0), before it could be fully veri-
fied, and subsequent media reports
jumping to conclusions based on
incomplete and half-baked data,
‘have added confusion and misdirec-
tiontothe prevalent situation rather
than helping. B e
ing a member of the Nati
Stati';n;l Commission (NSC), it is AMITABH RANT
my prerogative to bring the facts into
public domain. The report had neither been madc
available nor circulated to me for approval. The report
was made available after I demanded it post the data
leak controversy. The report does not have my
approval. In fact, the meeting held on December Sto
finalise the report was attended only by Acting
Chairman PCMohanan. Even, MsJ V Meenakshi was
not present in the meeting. As a standard practice,

and higher
The problem lies with the methodology. Thesam-
ple size was too small when technology could have

in2017-18tobek
erthanthe EUS 2011-12. If we were to
accept all such comparisons at face
value, we should also be having the
headline that “India’s population
declinesin thelast 6 years”. Thereis
no apparent reason for population
estimates to decline in six years if
one considers that the methodology
and coverage of the two surveys
were same and that over the previ-
ous EUS surveys (2004-05, 2009-10
~————— and 2011-12), the estimated popula-
tion showed a growing trend largely
in line with the country’s official population growth
rate. Another strange trend is the rate of urbanisa-

tion, whi have nearly ing 2011~

from higher number of house-
holds. In rural areas. the number of households sur-
veyed were a mere 55,000. This has to be seen in the
context of 160 million households in the country.
‘The percentage works out to be 0.03 per cent — about
three households for every 10,000. Even in household
selection. 75 per cent weightage was given to house-
holds who have higher number of 10th pass members
above 15 years. In the present scenario there Is huge
probability of continuing education for above 15
5%5. Most people in b xs group would be continu-
would in
amanner that Lhey arelooking for employment. The
sample size is so small that sensitivity of the data
will be very high. In urban households one houschold
giving wrong answer in each area will show labour
for rate number in the range of 25 per

12102017-18. This is at odds with what we know about
growth in Indian cities from numerous credible
sources — all of which point that India is fast urban-
ising. India's rapid urbanisation has been confirmed
even by NASA's satellite imaginary of m,hthgms

has

cent. There is no source of validation with real time
data. Th ete fi

— not necessarily the right person for such interac-
tion. Though these surveyors were provided with a
lablelforrewrmngdaxa.meywmnm givenSIMand

with this being the first of its kind exercise, the process Shall we also believe l.hal India’s captured.
of official data release should pass the most stringent d iden: Tam m‘mjayswmmfea]wdzmand
scrutiny and careful verification and should definite-  shows us? technology was not utilised.
lybesubyected to peer review. In the current debate, many argue that employ-

that di ment is at a slower pace than i
otthe PLFS show alaxge 1ump in th. However, comparison of the PLFS  willappearon Thursday.] The writer is CEO of NITI Aayog.

ment compared to the previous

‘with the 2011-12 y

Approach

0 Introduce India's excessive dependence on
China for imports.

1 Discuss reasons for trade deficit.

d Suggest mitigation Measures to reduce
dependence on China

d Conclude the answer by writing a way
forward




The latest data released by the China customs department shows India’s trade
deficit with the country breaching $100 billion for the first time in 2022. This is
countering the Atmanirbhar Bharat goals, especially with ongoing geopolitical
tensions between the two countries.

Dependence on Chinese imports continues to increase despite the government’s

push for manufacturing in the country. The inability to reduce China'’s influence often
gets voiced in the call for a boycott of Chinese goods.

Reasons for frade deficit

O Most imports from China are intermediate goods used by Indian manufacturers.

Q A sharp rise in chemicals and engineering equipment, including electrical and non-
electrical instruments, is driving a large part of the imports growth from China.

d They are used in the manufacturing sector here. Cheaper Chinese goods are also

powering India’s green transition, digital economy, and even the latest real estate
and construction boom.




d The growth of Chinese manufacturing sector, in the last few decades, whereas
the Indian manufacturing sector remained sluggish and comparatively
inefficient.

Q Given the geographical proximity of China and low prices offered by Chinese
firms, it is cheaper and economically efficient to import from China rather than
domestically.

Mitigation measures

Q There are no shortcuts to reducing dependence on them. It will require a long and
sustained policy boost to empower Indian manufacturing.

O At the same time, the government will need to look for alternative suppliers for many
important raw and infermediate goods from China. India is not alone in looking for
alternatives.

0 The whole world is now talking about the China Plus One strategy and looking for better
alternatives to China.



Government measures have been put in place for China.

Q Scrutinising Chinese investments — keeping Chinese companies out of 5G ftrials
Q Curbing opportunistic takeover of domestic firms — FDI restriction on China
Q Cutting import dependency for APls — Promotion of Bulk Drug Parks and PLI

Scheme

way forward for reducing dependence on China

A India can diversity dependence by working more with the U.S., Europe, South Korea and
Japan. This way it will increase its reliance on countries with which it also enjoys good
political relations.

A Providing further impetus to self-reliance in major sectors where India is a net-importer is a
prudent way forward where technology and capital will have a huge role to play.
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